46                      ALEXANDER OF JUGOSLAVIA

waves. Spray and rain came with the south-west
wind; a short twilight, a night without, stars. Jevtitch
and the King sat below and worked on the speech
which would have to be made at the great banquet in
Paris in response to the President of the French
Republic, words to be spoken the clay after his death:

"Je ne saurais mieux reponclre aux eloquentes
et cordiales paroles qul m'ont etc adress<!es qu'en
saisissant cette occasion, qui est une des plus
solennelles dans ma vie, depuis la grande guerre,
pour vous exp rimer les sentiments qui animent
toute la nation Yougoslave. . . ."

Alexander was an admirable French scholar. From
his earliest years of childhood in Geneva he was familiar
with the French language. His father, Peter 1, educated
in Paris, a volunteer fighting for France in the Franco-
Prussian war, spoke French well and was more allied
in sentiment to France than to any other country.
Jevtitch's French could not compare with that of his
sovereign. But he was able to judge the scope of the
speech, how much could be said, what might better be
omitted. Alexander's tendency was to praise France
more than she deserved. For a long time France had
been but passive in her friendship with Jugoslavia.
France did not support Jugoslavia to the extent she
expected Jugoslavia to support her in the eventuality
of war,

Having composed this first important speech,, the
King jotted down a few words to say at the military
school of St Cyr, where his fathex had been educated,
That was one of his engagements for the nth October,

It is probable that during the night Alexander
pondered Mussolini's speech, Italy "for the last time"
demanded an understanding with Jugoslavia. Was that
a threat? When had she previously demanded an
understanding? Two years earlier Jugoslavia had